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APPLICANT 

 
PROPERTY OWNER 

Name – Industrial Development of LaPorte LLC 
    

PREMISES AFFECTED 
Parcel Number - 46-07-31-100-032.000-053  
 

   
   Actual/approximate address or location from major streets – 0.25 mile southeast of East Boyd   
                                                                                         Boulevard & East Lincolnway intersection 
Total Acreage – 12.5 acres Flood Zone on Site? - No 

Zoning of  
Subject Property – M2 

Use of Subject Property – Vacant 

Zoning of 
Adjacent 
Properties 

North: B2 South: M2 East: B2 West: M2 

Land Use of 
Adjacent 
Properties 

 
  

North: Commercial 
 

 
South: Industrial 

 
East: Vacant 

 
West: Industrial 

 
SUMMARY:  The petitioner proposes to allow a 30 foot tall billboard sign with 189 square feet 
of advertising space on each side.    

HISTORY OF SITE:  Per the site aerial image, the proposed billboard sign is shown to be 
located in the northwest part of the 12.5 acre parcel and is currently zoned M2 (Heavy Industrial 
District).  Historically, the property has been used for agricultural purposes.  The property was 
recently sold by the City of La Porte Redevelopment Commission to Industrial Development of 
LaPorte, LLC for future industrial development on the 12.5 acre parcel.   

ITEM 7.  Variance of Development Standards # 23-08 Petition to  
 Allow a 30 Foot Tall Billboard with 189 Square Feet of Advertising  
 Space on Each Side 
 Type of Request: Variance of Development Standards 

Staff Report: David Heinold 

Name – Industrial Development of LaPorte LLC (Dave Ambers, Attorney Representative) 
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DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED VARIANCE OF DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS:   
The petitioner is requesting a variance of development standards to allow a 30 foot tall billboard 
sign with 189 square feet of advertising space on each side.    

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE:  Article 19 shall be met for the proposed billboard sign.  
Section 19.04 (b) (3) states that new billboard signs are not permitted on sites within the City of 
La Porte boundary.   

SITE REVIEW FINDINGS:  Site review was not required for the proposed use due to the 
nature of the proposed variance of development standards petition on the subject property.   

DECISION CRITERIA:   

(1) The approval will not be injurious to the public health, safety, morals, and general 
welfare of the community; 
The approval of the requested variance of development standards to allow a new 30 foot tall, 189 
square foot two-side billboard would not be injurious to the public health, safety, and general 
welfare of the community because there is a similar billboard sign that was permitted in 2020 
about 3,000 feet to the southeast of the subject property located along East Boyd Boulevard.    
The petitioner’s requested total sign area, 189 square feet, will maintain and enhance the physical 
appearance of the community by encouraging signs of consistent size which are compatible with 
and complementary to related buildings and uses, and harmonious with their surroundings.   

There are existing large manufacturing businesses, retail commercial buildings, and fast-food 
restaurants in the surrounding area with a mix of different signage.  The intent of this objective is 
accomplished by establishing the minimum amount of regulations concerning the size, 
placement, construction, illumination, and other aspects of signs within the City of La Porte in 
order to protect the public health, safety, and general welfare of the community.  The proposed 
billboard sign meets all of the requirements listed under Section 19.04 of the 2017 City of La 
Porte Revised Joint Zoning Ordinance.   

(2) The use and value of the area adjacent to the property will not be affected in a 
substantially adverse manner; and 
The use and value of the area adjacent to the property will not be affected in a substantially 
adverse manner because the surrounding area consists of manufacturing and other business-
related uses.  In addition, the proposed billboard sign is located along a roadway classified as a 
Minor Arterial on property zoned M2 Heavy Industrial District.  The surrounding area consists 
of manufacturing, other commercial business-related uses, and an existing billboard sign on 
Boyd Boulevard just over a half mile from the subject property.     

 

 

 



3 | P a g e  
 

(3) The strict application of the terms of the zoning ordinance will result in practical 
difficulties in the use of the property.   
The petitioner states that the subject property was sold to them by the City of La Porte 
Redevelopment Commission for industrial development and appropriate signage is necessary.  
First, the Board of Zoning Appeals should consider that the City of La Porte amended Article 19 
Signs on April 5, 2021 to prohibit the construction of new billboard signs on sites within the city 
limits where billboard signs were previously permitted by-right.  Prior to this zoning ordinance 
amendment in 2021, the City permitted a 10’x8’ billboard sign about 3,000 feet southeast on 
Boyd Boulevard of the subject property location for the proposed 189 square foot billboard sign.  
The proposed billboard sign in this location meets the minimum spacing requirements identified 
in Section 19.04 d. 1. that states a billboard shall maintain at least 1,320 feet measured along the 
same road in both directions from any other existing billboard.  The strict application of the 
terms of the zoning ordinance to not allow new billboards in city limits will result in practical 
difficulties with regard to the petitioner’s request for appropriate signage on the subject property.   
 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   
Staff finds that the requested variance of development standards petition meets the standards set 
forth in the 2017 City of La Porte Revised Joint Zoning Ordinance.  Staff recommends approval 
of the petitioner’s request to allow a 30 foot tall billboard sign with 189 square feet of 
advertising space on each side.    

Submitted to the Board of Zoning Appeals May 8th, 2023. 
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